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ABSTRACT

This study aims to examine the management of Chiang Mai Night Safari (CNS) and
analyze the economic and social impacts of the CNS’s management on four surrounding
communities covering Tambon Nongkwai and Tambon Banpong in Hangdong District,
Tambon Maehia and Tambon Suthep in Muang District, Chiang Mai Province.

The study results showed that during 2006 to 2017, the CNS had fulfilled its objectives
to support the tourism policies of the Thai Government in terms of generating national
income and creating new jobs, as well as promoting knowledge about nature and the
environment.

According to the social and economic perspectives, the CNS management analysis
revealed that four of the surrounding communities had formed community enterprises to
supply animal feed to the CNS. The income from selling feed amounted to 5 million baht
per year. Furthermore, people living in the surrounding communities have had opportunities
to work at the CNS since it was first established in 2005. Since then, the CNS has been
continue to hire local people till now. The average income of permanent workers and casual
hire is 14,000 baht per month, with a further 10,000 baht generated from other activities;
meanwhile monthly expenses are about 20,000 baht per month or 65.67 percent of the total
monthly income. There have been little to no impacts to incomes and expenses due to high
or low season of the CNS. Moreover, the results of the management analysis also revealed
that communities that ran tour businesses before the establishment of the CNS had
increased their income of 9,000 baht more than previously per month. On the other hand, it
was found that those who started businesses after the establishment of the CNS had
increased their income of 12,785.71 baht per month. Furthermore, the establishment of CNS
provided an opportunity for locals in the surrounding communities to come visit and learn
more about natural resources and wildlife conservation, as well as improve to high level of

various facilities in their communities. The benefit of facilities development to community



member was classified up to medium level. Community members were able to both
participate in and promote the CNS, and thereby encourage local tourism, as well as help to
support natural resources and environment conservation activities. Negative social and
environmental impacts have not been observed in these communities since the
establishment of CNS.

Key words : economic impact, social impact, impact on the community, management,
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